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Dear College Community 

Shellharbour Anglican College continues its tradition 
of excellence in the NSW Higher School Certificate and 
congratulates the class of 2022 for their outstanding 
HSC results. We commend all Year 12 students who 
demonstrated a balanced approach to their studies and an 
attitude of commitment as many continued to be actively 
involved in the life of the College and the broader community. 

Students achieved 11 Band 6s (or notional Band 6s) in nine 
courses. 62% of students achieved either at least one 
Band 5, Band 6 or an E4, with many other students achieving 
their personal best – and that is the most exciting thing 
of all! Equally noteworthy is that all students will be either 
commencing tertiary studies, a trade or entering the workforce 
in 2023. These are outstanding achievements for a young, 
non-selective school that caters for a broad range of students’ 
academic interests. 

We are extremely proud of our 2022 Year 12 students who have 
faced the challenges of the last few years head on. They have 
demonstrated resilience, shown independence in their learning, 
persistence and problem solving, facing it all with a sense of 
courage, compassion and hope. 

Long after HSC marks are forgotten, it is these dispositions 
and skills that will help them to thrive in a complex and rapidly 
changing world. Their time at the College has taught them how 
to be bold, resilient and flexible and they are well-equipped to 
be courageous in exploring opportunity, celebrating success 
and embracing life’s challenges. 

Kind Regards

Mrs Megan Hastie 
Principal

Principal’s Welcome

Their time at the College has taught them 
how to be bold, resilient and flexible and 
they are well-equipped to be courageous in 

exploring opportunity, celebrating success and embracing 
life’s challenges. 
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The key to a functional school community is unity – 
it is quite literally in the name. This year has been one 
founded on connectivity and showcasing the importance 
of togetherness. As a College, we have shared many 
exciting experiences that made our final year at the 
College enjoyable, whether it be sporting carnivals, the 
House Music Festival or co-curricular activities.

While Year 12 is an important year academically, it is also marks 
the final year of schooling, which means more than just a few 
exams. It has been so important for Year 12 students to get 
involved in the wealth of co-curricular opportunities at the 
College, creating a work/life balance that allowed students to 
enjoy time with friends and teachers, as well as being able to 
work towards academic goals. 

While the HSC does not define an individual, it is a measure 
of how hard one has worked throughout their schooling, and 
Year 12, so it is important to give it your best and work hard. 
If you don’t meet the requirements for future plans, such as 
university ATAR minimums, there are plenty of ways to get 
around this.

Message from the College Captains

Our main piece of advice for future Year 12 students is to 
simply enjoy the year and work hard. It is your last year of 
schooling, so enjoy the little moments with your peers along 
the way – because the year really does fly by!

As we reflect on such fond memories, we express a deep 
sense of gratitude towards our teachers who have worked in 
unity to truly make our school community a wonderful place 
to learn, to play and to grow. Our teachers have been guided 
by their servant hearts and imbued with their faith in Christ to 
ensure we continue to uphold faith, wisdom, compassion and 
respect – all the while maintaining ‘grit’ (as Mrs Hastie describes 
perseverance). It is these values which bind us together and 
provide the individual drive and desire in each of us to succeed. 

It has been an absolute privilege and honour to serve as 
College Captains in 2022. The experience and knowledge 
we have collected has established leadership qualities in us 
that will set the foundation for our future careers. Our wish 
for the College is that students continue to foster a resilient 
and inclusive school culture, creating growth, positive change 
and most importantly upholding the unity in the College 
community. As 2 Corinthians 13:11 exhorts us: “Strive for full 
restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live 
in peace.” 

Thank you for the memories and best wishes to all in 2023 
and beyond. 

Charlie Britten and Tijana Williams

Do you have any advice for future Year 12 students who are 
preparing for their HSC and plans beyond school?

My main piece of advice for year twelve students is to simply 
enjoy the year and work hard — It is your last year of schooling, 
so enjoy the little moments with your peers along the way 
because the year really does fly by!

Something that I learned throughout my schooling and 
especially in my senior years is that if you truly want something, 
work hard and success will follow. Though in saying this, such 
success will not come instantly but if you keep your mind set on 
these goals, you will achieve them — all that hard work will be so 
worth it in the end.

Do you have any highlight from your Year 12 experience 
that you would like to share?
The entirety of my year twelve experience was a highlight for 
me. Your final year of school differs so much to the other years 
because of the finality of it. I think however, this made it more 
enjoyable as I cherished the moments we all spent together as 
a year group even more, such as our Year 12 retreat, Duke of Ed, 
Carnival days and our Valedictory Dinner. 

On top of this, being a College captain was a privilege I will 
always be so grateful for as it allowed me to create so many 
wonderful connections in our community, genuinely grow as an 
individual and much more. 
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Student Profile

Sydney Brown

College Prefect and House Captain, Sydney Brown, 
successfully juggled the demands of leadership, sporting 
and academic responsibilities in 2022. From competing in 
the Olympic trials last year, to achieving personal success 
in the HSC with an ATAR of 93.75, Sydney’s achievements 
are a testament to her hard work and dedication. 

“To excel academically and in sports, you have to love the sport 
that you are doing because it dominates so much of your life. 
You also have to have a lot of self-discipline and determination. 
It helps to have a really supportive family and patient friends. 

My passion for swimming started in primary school, where 
my self-disciplined and motivation to manage both sporting 
commitments and studies continued into high school. 
Throughout Year 12, I was really strict with allocating time to 
do schoolwork and study, but I also made sure I had some 
downtime to relax physically and mentally. 

As a College Prefect in Year 12, I was very lucky to have such 
an amazing Co-Captain and Leadership Team who were so 
helpful and supportive as I balanced my sporting commitments 
and studies.

I think it is also really important to realise there are so many 
different academic and sporting pathways to travel down 
after school so you can always adapt and change your path 
throughout your journey.”
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I was very lucky to have such an amazing 
Co-Captain and Leadership Team who were 
so helpful and supportive as I balanced my 

sporting commitments and studies.
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Gold Duke of Edinburgh

The Gold Duke of Edinburgh International Award program 
saw 25 students embark on a range of incredible journeys, 
underpinned by a spirit of service to each other and 
their community.

After navigating a break in the persistent East Coast Low, 
the Practice Expedition took place in the Blue Mountains. 
After a stunning day abseiling the high walls of Mount 
Victoria, students descended into the subterranean oasis of 
The Grand Canyon at Blackheath on a canyoning adventure. 
Despite later setbacks with the weather, the journey was able to 
be completed on the stunning coast of the Northern Illawarra. 
The Qualifying Expedition took place just a few days later in 
the Snowy Mountains. Students summited Australia’s highest 
peak from Charlotte’s Pass before exploring the back-country 
huts near Guthega. The trip culminated in a day floating down 
the gentle rapids of the Thredbo River. Through all of these 
activities, students built resilience through challenges, worked 
as a team to overcome obstacles and served others through 
their actions. 

As part of their Service activities, Gold students spent time 
volunteering in local churches, surf clubs, park runs, assisting 
the elderly, assisting local emergency services and tidying our 
local beaches. They also visited the NSW town of Gilgandra for 
their Residential Project, completing a range of manual labour 
tasks for the benefit of the local community.

A huge congratulations to Tim Barter, Mitch Cornford, 
Reuben Whitford, Zac Byron, Tijana Williams, Paris Hales, 
Abbie Davies, Charlie Britten, Cian Strong, Kim Smith and 
Isobel Currie who had their Gold Award approved by the 
NSW Office of Sport. Some students were presented with 
their certificates by Her Excellency Margaret Beazley at a 
special ceremony held at Sydney Olympic Park. This is the 
largest group to successfully complete their Gold Award at 
Shellharbour Anglican College. 

Mr Nathan Alterator 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator

The Duke of Ed is both a challenging and rewarding 
experience for students. Mitchell Cornford was one of 
11 students to complete the Gold Duke of Ed in 2022 at 
Shellharbour Anglican College. By removing himself from 
his comfortable day-to-day life, Mitch soon learned to 
excel in areas that challenged him while also succeeding in 
his HSC studies. 

“Through the completion of my Gold Duke of Ed, I made the 
realisation that I shouldn’t try to make things as easy as 
I can for myself, but instead explore the new opportunities 
I was presented with in this unique setting. Throughout my 
years of Duke of Ed, I had attempted to stay in my comfort 
zone despite the differences experienced when compared to 
my day-to-day life.

This realization came to me at 2am on a trip to the bathroom 
with my torch in hand, while camping in Kosciuszko National 
Park. As I was ready to head back to my tent, some 200m away, 
in the pitch-black Kosciusko night, my torch batteries decided 
it was the right time to shut down. With the help of a faint 
moonlight, one tentative step at a time, I was able to make it 
back to my tent with a great sense of relief. 

I was not living in the technological luxury I was used to, 
and this moment captured that, as I learnt the lesson of 
‘getting out of your comfort zone’. This was the moment I 
learned that Duke of Ed isn’t about going on a holiday, but is 
a challenge where we are able to learn about ourselves in an 
unordinary environment. 

To my fellow peers, I would encourage you to sign up for 
Duke of Ed if you want to challenge yourself and get out of 
your comfort zone! The recent Aussie Hero, Nedd Brockmann, 
who ran from Perth to Sydney in less than 47 days, challenges 
us to “get comfortable being uncomfortable.” His quote 
encompasses what Duke of Ed is about, as through pushing 
ourselves out of our comfort zone we are able to learn about 
ourselves physically, mentally and emotionally, giving us 
incredibly rewarding experiences.”

Mitchell Cornford
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As Shellharbour Anglican College grows in enrolment 
numbers, so do the subject offerings. The College is so 
proud of the four trailblazers who were the first to study 
Drama as a HSC subject in 2022.

HSC Drama teacher, Mr David Rienits, says “I couldn’t have 
asked for a more wholesome collection of young men to 
establish the standard of Drama at Shellharbour Anglican 
College. We very much taught each other our roles, lines and 
cues in this production we call the HSC, and by all accounts, 
we are beginning to draw a crowd. 2022 now has the feeling 
of opening night adrenaline, leading the cast only upwards in 
the pursuit of greater complexity and mastery. Drama at the 
College now has a foundation on which to grow – that being 
said, the standard is already high.”

Drama student, Mark Laird, shares the highlights of being 
one of the first students at the College to study Drama as a 
HSC subject. 

Why was it exciting for you that the College now offered 
Drama as part of the HSC?

“Having such a great experience in the 2018 Senior School 
production of Beauty and the Beast led me to pursue Drama as 
a subject in Year 9 and 10. It was a lot of fun and I found myself 
constantly challenged, so I took the opportunity to continue in 
Year 11 and 12. It is so exciting that the College now offers Drama 
as a HSC subject, and that the 2023 Year 12 HSC Drama class is 
so big. To me, it’s a valuable subject for its strong applicability 
to one’s career and life after school – encouraging students to 
be more confident in their ideas and abilities as they navigate 
different situations. It is also a subject that stimulates creativity, 
so for any deep thinkers or imaginative minds, I would highly 
recommend pursuing Drama. 

It also can be a fantastic emotional outlet, providing a safe 
space for students to understand and deal with emotions 
as well as reflect upon how one’s personal experiences 
can be utilised to inform the dramatic pieces they are 
involved in. The theory component I also found to be highly 
interesting, with many overlaps with English and History, 
alongside the exploration of a variation of psychological and 
philosophical ideologies.”

What was your highlight of studying Drama for your HSC?

“One of my highlights of HSC Drama was a lesson where we 
visited another local school to share our group performances. 
This was a highly valuable experience as we were given 
the opportunity to see the progress of another school – 
whose drama class was four times the size of ours – in their 
group performances, as well as showcase ours too, for them. 
This provided us with much positive feedback, and thus, target 
areas of improvement to workshop and rescript at school to 
help polish the piece. We additionally played some drama 
games with the other students which was a lot of fun.”

Any words of wisdom for future HSC Drama students?

“My biggest points of advice for HSC drama are to firstly 
manage your time effectively throughout the development 
of your individual project and to keep the ball rolling the whole 
year. When deciding on an idea, ensure to choose something 
that you are passionate about and motivated to create. 
This way, you will enjoy the process much more and see value 
and purpose in your work. To maintain motivation, utilise 
your time in class effectively, using Mr Rienits’ guidance and 
expertise to your advantage, as well as your greatest tool – 
the class. 

Work together in every lesson assigned to work on your 
piece, and listen to one another because every contribution 
is invaluable – remember, the more complexity you can 
make from your work, the stronger the piece’s integrity. 
Time management also is a large factor – you want to have your 
initial script finished early on, as workshopping tends to make 
the development process much easier.

Finally, for both works, throw yourself into the process; pour 
your heart into each, and enjoy them. Allow the piece to grow 
legs of its own, for it to evolve and mature – similar to yourself 
– involve yourself in class discussions; learn from one another 
and teach each other. It is also vital to document each stage 
of the process thoroughly to enable yourself to be able to 
comprehensible reflect on your progress. Do not be afraid to 
ask questions, and always have an open mind!”

Drama Highlights
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2022 High Achievers and Highlights

Number of Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Students

Number of Band 5, Band 6 or 
E4 Students 

Amelie Clare
91.05

Bowie Betschwar
85.4

Sydney Brown
93.75

Jude Basnet
92.9

Hugo Luke
90.0

Rachael Ristevski
91.25

Cian Strong
88.7

Greta Seten
87.45

Congratulations to Year 12, 2022 for their commitment to their studies that is reflected in fantastic results. We are 
proud of all students who showed resilience, hope and perseverance. We give thanks to the Lord for the blessing that 
the 2022 Year 12 cohort have been to our College Community.

Students achieved 11 Band 6s (or notional Band 6s) in nine courses. 62% of students achieved either at least one Band 5, 
Band 6 or an E4, with many other students achieving their personal best.

Rachael Ristevski - 8th in the state for Hospitality Examination
Sydney Brown - 15th in the state for Personal Development, Health and Physical Education
Noah Hardie - Nominated for Encore in Drama
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Class of 2022 post-school destinations feature a range of tertiary institutions across New South Wales, 
including the University of Wollongong (UOW), Macquarie University, the University of New South Wales 
(NSW) and Charles Sturt University (CSU).

Pursuing Tomorrow
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